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 Re:  Calling for the Resignation of Chairman Fervier for Unethical Actions    
              Taken at, and Prior to, the 5/7/25 Hearing of SEB2023-025  

              
 
Chairman Fervier: 

We are writing to call for your immediate resignation from the SEB due to your unethical 
actions taken on and before the 5/7/25 SEB hearing of SEB2023-025.  These unethical actions will 
be outlined below, but first a brief history of the case.  The original complaint was filed on July 8, 
2022, now known as SEB No. 2023-025 (the “Moncla-Rossi Complaint” or the “Complaint”).  While 
grievances filed under the Help America Vote Act are required to be disposed of in 90 days,1 we filed 
a claim with the Board expecting an independent investigation by the Board, not the Secretary of State, 
whose office (the “SOS”) has frequently been accused of colluding with counties to cover up election 
irregularities.  Having the SOS investigate these claims would be the proverbial fox in the henhouse, 
and the procedures offered in the Georgia Rules and Regulations provide the only appeal from a 
decision by the SOS is to an arbitrator selected by the SOS.  We were convinced that if we used the 
HAVA grievance process, our complaint would be, like so many others, swept under the rug by the 
SOS.   
 

Our Complaint alleged three principal irregularities: (1) Fulton County election officials had 
double-counted 3,125 (later determined to be 3,930) ballots in the 2020 General Election, (2) Fulton 
County did not have ballot images for 17,852 votes that were recorded in the election count without 
any support, and (3) Fulton County could not document the valid provenance or any meaningful chain 
of custody for 20,713 votes produced on 10 scanners that the SOS said were not even in use in that 
election.   

 
1   See Help America Vote Act, codified at 52 U.S.C., as reflected in the Georgia regulations at  
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Despite our efforts to lay out the facts in our Complaint, it was clear at the first hearing on 
May 7, 2024 (nearly two years after filing),2 that the SOS investigators had not taken the complaint 
seriously and, in fact, did not even understand the Complaint.  During the hearing, the answers to the 
questions posed by Board members were non-responsive and showed that the investigators had not 
given it any serious treatment.   

 
We later learned why the investigators acted with such obvious insouciance -- Chairman John 

Fervier and Member Ed Lindsey had already “pre-negotiated” a consent decree with Fulton County 
that would dispose of all the charges without ever understanding how it was that these serious errors 
-- which may have affected the outcome of a state-wide election – could be allowed to exit without 
investigation.    

 
We have since learned that additional actions taken by members of the SOS and the Board 

were part of a conspiracy to cover up these and other Fulton County election irregularities.  This is 
unethical and a derogation of your duty and we are copying the Ethics Committee to investigate the 
facts as we understand them.  We trust Chairman Fervier, who orchestrated this cover-up, you will 
resign immediately from Board.  First, Chairman Fervier, knowing that Dr. Janice Johnston had very 
serious questions of the investigators (as evidenced by the responses in the hearing), arranged for 
Member Ed Lindsey3 to negotiate a consent decree with the chair of the Fulton County Board of 
Registration and Elections (the “Fulton Board”).  This fact was independently confirmed to a member 
of the Fulton Board, Julie Adams, in advance of the May 7 meeting by the Executive Director of the 
Fulton Board, who was also in on the scheme.   

Second, Chairman Fervier, you rearranged the schedule, knowing that Member Rick Jeffares, 
a relatively new member of the Board, would not be present to endorse or second Dr. Johnston’s 
motions and questions.  Chairman Fervier, you knew that Members Jeffares and Johnston were 
collegial and respected each other and one might support the other, preventing the scheme from being 
adopted.  Chairman Fervier, you knew that Member Jeffares was at an out-of-town meeting on other 
State matters and would not be able to call into the meeting until late in the afternoon and told Member 
Jeffares and others that the case would be heard in the late afternoon.  SEB2023-025 was on the 
agenda as the very last item for that day.  

However, the evening before, we were informed by the Board’s paralegal (an SOS employee) 
that the agenda had been changed at the last minute by the Chairman, who moved the hearing until 
immediately following a lunch break.  The schedule change would effectively prevent Member Jeffares 
from full participation in the hearing of the case as originally planned. 

Third, during the hearing, Chairman Fervier, you texted messages to Member Jeffares to 
convince him not to call in, despite the fact that Member Jeffares was available and had a duty to 
attend.  Specifically: 

 
2  The Complaint was not even assigned a case number until 2023 – over six months after it was filed. Originally, 
the Board scheduled this case for hearing on December 9, 2023. However, it was removed from the agenda at 
the last minute when the Secretary of State’s investigative team indicated they were unprepared to address 
questions from Board members. The case was subsequently rescheduled for the May 7, 2024 SEB hearing, 
nearly two years after its initial filing.    
3   Member Lindsey was removed by the Speaker of the House after the May 7 hearing and replaced with 
Member Janelle King.  
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1. At 2:47:06 PM, Member Jeffares texted: “I’ll call in if you want me to.” 
2. At 2:47:31 PM, Chairman Fervier responded: “I don’t think you want any part of this.” 
3. At 2:58:53 PM, Member Jeffares inquired: “What time do you think it will be over?” 
4. Four minutes later, at 3:03:02 PM, Member Jeffares stated: “Jan’s (Member Dr. 
Johnston) wanting me to call in.”  (Apparently there was a separate text chain not available 
to us where Member Johnston was texting Member Jeffares.) 
5. Rather than pausing the proceedings to facilitate Mr. Jeffares’ participation at this 
critical juncture, Chairman Fervier allowed the hearing to proceed during the critical phase 
of motions and dispositions, to allow Member Lindsey to initiate the scheme to dispose 
of our Complaint without further investigation.   
6. Finally, at 3:19:10 PM, Chairman Fervier responded to Mr. Jeffares to “Do it.”  (That 
is, to call in and start participating in the meeting.)   
7. Chairman Fervier subsequently informed Member Jeffares that Member Johnston’s 
motions had failed due to a lack of a second.  At no time did he or Member Lindsey reveal 
the scheme to his fellow Board members.   
8. Member Jeffares joined the meeting only at the direction of Chairman Fervier.  When 
Member Jeffares attempted to bring Member Johnston’s motion to a vote for 
reconsideration. Each time, Chairman Fervier denied his request, stating he was out of 
order.  
9.  Subsequently SOS employees sent you a bottle of vodka for your extraordinary efforts 
in covering up the election improprieties and preventing our case from being heard.   
 

Based on the documents we have reviewed, once again Chairman Fervier, due to your 
unethical actions taken during and before the 5/7/25 hearing, the complainants for SEB2023-025 are 
hereby calling for you to immediately resign. Your actions led to the improper adjudication of our 
Complaint, denying us and the citizens of Georgia of an important right available to us under the law. 
Mr. Chairman, you ensured the outcome by directing Mr. Jeffares not to participate. As Chairman 
your role is to ensure each case is properly heard and that each board member has the opportunity to 
vote on the case.   

 
These actions undermine the integrity of the Election Code, the Board’s processes and public 

trust. The Chairman has lost the confidence and trust of the citizens of the State of Georgia and 
should resign. 
 

Authenticated copies of the referenced text message exchanges are available for review. 
 

Very truly yours,  

Joseph Rossi - /s/ 

Kevin Moncla - /s/ 

 

Copies to the Ethics Committee of the Georgia Senate 


